What is a Covenant?

•The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Spirit is
God. (Genesis 1:26; Psalm 45:6-7; Psalm 110:1; MatA covenant is generally defined as “a written agreement thew 3:13-17; Matthew 28:17-20; 1 Corinthians 12:46).
or promise usually under seal between two or more
parties especially for the performance of some action.”
•I am, along with all humanity by birth and action a
Within the Scriptures, we find a number of examples
sinner (Genesis 6:5; Psalm 51:5;, Jeremiah 17:9; Roof covenants, some between God and man (Genesis 6,
mans 3:23; 5:8;12-21;7:18;Ephesians 2:1-3).
9, 15; Ezekiel 20; Hosea 2; Jeremiah 31; Matthew 26),
while others are solely between men (1 Samuel 18, 2
•The deserved penalty for my sin is death, both physiSamuel 5). In some covenants, one party
cal and spiritual (Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3:19; Robinds his or herself to fulfill the obligations of both
mans 5:12; 6:23; James 1:14-15).
sides of the agreement. In others, the parties are
reciprocally bound to adhere to the obligations.
•Jesus Christ is the eternal son of God, was born of a
While God’s covenant with the Church universal is
virgin and is both fully God and fully human (Matan example of the former, the local church covenant
thew 1:20; Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4, 14; Colossians 1:15represents the latter. If at any time one of the parties
of this church covenant continues in a state of unfaith- 20; Hebrews 1:1-3).
fulness to its provisions, the other is released from
•Jesus Christ died as my substitute to pay the penalty
certain obligations. The covenant of Desert Rivers
Community Church contains many conditions that are for my sin (John 1:29; 10:1-18; Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter
merely general Christian obligations. For example, all
3:18).
Christians, whether members of Desert Rivers Community Church or elsewhere, are required to submit
•Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead (Matthew
to the Scriptures, pursue holiness, steward resources,
etc. Such requirements are universal obligations for the 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 1:20-21:25; 1
Corinthians 15:23-34).
Christ-follower regardless of any failure on the part of
local church to live up to her covenant obligations.
•Jesus Christ physically ascended into heaven and will
one day physically return (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 ThesStatement of Belief
salonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; 1 John 3:2; Revelation
1:7).
To adhere to the following statements of belief simply
•
Only by trusting in the person and work of
complies with the core of Christian Orthodoxy. Of
course, as you grow in your sanctification, your under- Jesus Christ alone can I be reconciled to God and
experience true life and joy (John 3:18; 14:6; Acts 4:12;
standing and implications of these beliefs will become
Romans 3:21-26; 1 Timothy 2:5-6).
refined but the belief in these truths is a must. A
rejection of any of these particular beliefs disqualifies
one from membership at Desert Rivers Community
Church.

I believe…
•The Scriptures are true, authoritiative and sufficient
(Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21)
•There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah
45:5-6; Isaiah 46:9-10; John 17:3; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6; 1
Timothy 2:5).

Biblical Convictions
While the doctrines adhered to in the “Statement of
Belief ” is held by Christians universally, Desert Rivers Community Church has secondary beliefs that we
hold strong convictions on. Complete agreement is not
required for membership, but it should be known that
Desert Rivers Community Church will preach, teach,
counsel, lead and disciple according to these convictions. Some of these biblical convictions are:
•Divine sovereignty
•Elder Lead Church

•Baptism by immersion
•The role of men and women in the church and
home.

Biblical Obligations of the Elders to the
Church Body
As shepherds and overseers of a local church, elders
are entrusted with protecting, leading, equipping and
caring for the corporate church body and her individual members. The following is a rather extensive
overview of the requirements for elders as spelled out
within the Scriptures.

The elders covenant...
• To appoint elders and deacons (including staff
members who serve in these offices) according to the
criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Timothy
3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4).
• To prayerfully seek God’s will for our church
community and steward her resources to the best of
our ability based on our study of the Scriptures and
following of the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4).
• To care for the church and seek her growth in grace,
truth and love (Matthew 28:16-20; Ephesians 4:15-16
Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4).
• To provide teaching and counsel from the whole of
Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy
4:1-5; Titus 2:1).
• To equip the members of the church for the work of
ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16).
• to be on guard against false teachers and teachings
(Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 1 John
4:1).
• to lovingly exercise discipline when necessary, for the
glory of God, the good of the one disciplined and the
health of the church as a whole (Matthew 18:15-20; 1
Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20).
• to set an example and join members in fulfilling
the obligations of church membership stated below
(Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter
5:3).

Biblical Obligations of the Members to
the Church Body
As those who have experienced the grace of a life
changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ, we have the
opportunity to reflect the character of Christ through
the pursuit of certain attitudes and actions and the
rejection of others. The Scriptures refer to this reality
as “living by the Spirit” (Romans 8). The requirements
of this membership covenant are in no way intended
as an addition to the biblical obligations of a believer.
Rather, this document functions primarily as an accessible yet non-exhaustive explanation of what the Scriptures teach about the obedience that faith produces.

I covenant...
• To submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the
final arbiter on all issues (Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:1417; 2 Peter 1:19-21).
• To pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible
reading, prayer, fellowship and practice of spiritual
disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:2427; Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22).
• To follow the command and example of Jesus by
participating in the ordinances prescribed to His
Church:
• by being baptized after my conversion.
• by regularly remembering and celebrating the
person and work of Christ through communion.
• to regularly participate in the life of Desert Rivers
Community Church by attending weekly services,
engaging in gospel-centered community and serving
those within and outside of this church (Acts 2:42-47;
Hebrews 10:23-25; Titus 3:14).
• To steward the resources God has given me, including time, talents, spiritual gifts and finances. This
includes regular financial giving, service and participation in community that is sacrificial, cheerful and
voluntary (Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11).
• By God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit,
to walk in holiness in all areas of life as an act of worship to Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13-16, 4:1-3).

Believers should strive to put certain attitudes and actions to death while stirring and stimulating love and
good deeds through the Spirit.
• To refrain from such activities that the Scriptures
would deem foolish (Romans 14:14-23).
• To take seriously the responsibility of Christian
freedom, especially actions or situations that could
present a stumbling block to another (1 Corinthians
8:1-13).
• To submit to the discipline of God through His Holy
Spirit by:
• Following the biblical procedures for church
discipline where sin is evident in another – the
hope of such discipline being repentance and
restoration.
• Receiving righteous and loving discipline when
approached biblically by fellow believers (Psalm
141:5; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13;
Hebrews 12:5-11).
• To do the following when I sin :
• Confess my sin to God and to fellow believers .
• Repent and seek help to put my sin to death (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; James 5:16; 1 John 1:6-10).

